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SMTC Promotes National Bike Month with
Bicycle and Pedestrian Events Calendar

In  Motion . . .

With the arrival of spring, the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Coun-
cil (SMTC) is teaming up with the League of American Bicyclists and
other agencies throughout the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area in

support of National Bike Month this May. To help promote National Bike Month
and bicycling and walking activities throughout the month of May, the SMTC is
pleased to provide a web site calendar of events for public information.

View the calendar at:
http://www.smtcmpo.org/bike-ped/bikemonth-cal.asp

A sampling of events listed on the calendar include: Bike-to-Work Week: May 17-
21, National Bike-to-Work Day: Friday, May 21, bike rodeos, helmet sales, and
much more. Join millions of Americans who are engaged in bicycle and pedestrian
activities every day, and take advantage of this viable, environmentally sound form
of transportation.

If your agency or organization would like their bicycle and/or pedestrian related
events added to the calendar, please contact the SMTC at (315) 422-5716 or send
meeting information via e-mail to Danielle Zebley [dzebley @ smtcmpo.org] or
Mario Colone [mcolone @ smtcmpo.org].
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In an effort to solicit additional public input and discuss bicycle and pedestrian
 recommendation ideas that are relevant to the development of the Syracuse Met-
 ropolitan Transportation Council’s (SMTC) Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan, the

SMTC held a “hands on” recommendations-based Focus Group Workshop on Thurs-
day, April 29, 2004 at the Village of North Syracuse Community Center.

Workshop attendees separated into five groups (two bicycle-based, two pedes-
trian-based and one trail/transit-based) to develop a list of recommendation ideas
from a number of different perspectives.  Each group was given approximately 30
minutes to identify a list of broad-based recommendations before reporting their
findings to all of the workshop attendees.

Public Attends Workshop to Discuss Bicycle
and Pedestrian Plan Recommendations

(continued on back page)
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A small sampling of suggested ideas to be considered for
inclusion in the Draft Final Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Docu-
ment include:

• Repair and sweep streets/shoulders where travel conditions
are not adequate for proper bicycle travel.

• Widespread distribution of Bike Maps.
• Connect residential areas with sidewalks (connectivity of

sidewalks).
• Educate municipalities on how to obtain funding for various

bicycle and pedestrian amenities.
• Talk with developers about bicycle and pedestrian facilities

while development is occurring (may be possible to find
money for facilities).

• Determine best/fastest way to link trails (do the easiest ones
first to generate excitement amongst communities).

• Market mass transit to bicyclists (i.e. bicycle racks on Centro
buses).

• Create attractive financial incentives to ride Centro.

The SMTC would like to thank all workshop participants for their
time and ideas.
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Stay Tuned . . .

Public Meeting to be held this Summer

Draft Recommendations for Bicycle and
Pedestrian Plan to be Presented to Public.
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