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lanning for the Greater Syra-
cuse Metropolitan Area’s
transportation future in-

volves careful planning and visioning.
How does transportation affect our air
quality?  What is the condition of our
roads and bridges?  What kinds of fa-
cilities and services are needed to sup-
port planned growth or improve the
safety of our transportation system?
These are just some of the questions
that will be addressed as the Syracuse
Metropolitan Transportation Council
(SMTC) initiates work on the 2004 Up-
date to its 2020 Long-Range Transpor-
tation Plan (LRTP).

In January 1995, the SMTC published
the 2020 Long-Range Transportation

Plan (LRTP). The LRTP presents a vi-
sion of the transportation system and
the projects that will bring that vision to
reality over time.  Central to that vision
is the protection of the value of invest-
ments already made in developing the
transportation system, while providing
resources to pursue innovative solu-
tions to mobility constraints, land de-
velopment patterns, and travel choices
available.

Updated every three years (1998 and
2001) to reflect changing conditions and
new planning principles, the LRTP Up-
date specifically looks at major urban
transportation planning concerns as en-
vironmental/air quality; complete access
to transportation; alternative transpor-

tation modes (e.g., air, rail, water, bicycle,
pedestrian); the impact of land develop-
ment on the transportation system; high-
way congestion; and maintenance of the
existing infrastructure.

Throughout the production of the LRTP
2004 Update, the SMTC will be reach-
ing out to the community-at-large in an
effort to gather the informed views of
the public regarding preferences for fu-
ture development and transportation
needs.  The SMTC encourages you to
play a vital role in creating a vision for
the area’s transportation system. See
pages 2-3 in this issue of DIRECTIONS
for more information on how you can
participate in the LRTP 2004 Update
process.

Bicycle andBicycle andBicycle andBicycle andBicycle and
PedestrianPedestrianPedestrianPedestrianPedestrian

VehicleVehicleVehicleVehicleVehicle
MobilityMobilityMobilityMobilityMobility

Bridges &Bridges &Bridges &Bridges &Bridges &
PavementPavementPavementPavementPavement

Multi-Modal TMulti-Modal TMulti-Modal TMulti-Modal TMulti-Modal Trrrrransporansporansporansporansportationtationtationtationtation
(Air(Air(Air(Air(Air, Rail, W, Rail, W, Rail, W, Rail, W, Rail, Watatatatater)er)er)er)er)

PublicPublicPublicPublicPublic
TTTTTrrrrransitansitansitansitansit

Long-range transportation planning – A long-term vision that seeks to preserve
the infrastructure, improve safety, provide system connectivity, improve

mobility, increase access, protect air quality, and support economic growth.
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www.smtcmpo.org/LRTP2004

Learn more about the Long-Range Transportation 
Plan 2004 Update and how YOU can participate. 

Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council 
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www.smtcmpo.org



Meetings, Public Presentations, and Public Comment

In contrast to its typical approach of holding three formal public information meetings during specific 
stages during the planning process, the SMTC participated in a number of meetings, workshops and focus 
groups, at which the LRTP 2004 Update was presented. 

The SMTC reached out to a wide variety of individuals and organizations in an effort to be added to a 
meeting agenda where the LRTP 2004 Update was presented, and comments and feedback were solicited.   

The LRTP 2004 Update was presented at the following meetings (see attached agendas): 

10/10/02 National Association of Retired Federal Employees 
  Syracuse, New York (Chapter 200) 

10/18/02 FOCUS Greater Syracuse (volunteer core group) 

1/28/03  Onondaga County Planning Federation Annual Meeting 
  Lunch/Feature Speaker to municipal planning officials 

3/12/03  Onondaga County Highway Superintendents Meeting 
 Lunch/Feature Speaker to municipal Highway Superintendents 

3/19/03  Citywide Council of Syracuse Low Income Housing Residents, Inc. 

It is important to point out that the PowerPoint presentation that was made at each of the previously 
mentioned meetings was also posted to the LRTP 2004 Update web site, allowing the general public to 
view the presentation slide by slide. 

Upcoming Public Involvement Activities

One public information meeting, at which it will present the draft final LRTP 2004 Update to the 
public.   (May 2004); 

A 30-day public comment period, prior to presenting the draft LRTP 2004 to the Policy 
Committee (May-June 2004); 

Web site maintenance and updates (post draft LRTP 2004 Update for 30-day comment period); 

Press Releases to announce meetings, public comment period, and availability of draft LRTP 
2004 Update; 

Newsletter coverage to announce meetings, public comment period, and availability of draft 
LRTP 2004 Update; and 

Promotion at all SMTC meetings. 

Note: SMTC made every attempt to include the participation of the Onondaga Nation in all of its public 
outreach efforts.  Press releases, newsletters, public opinion surveys and direct letters of invitation were 
sent to the Nation throughout the process. 
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Your input as a resident of the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area is vital in determining the future vision of the transporta-
tion system.  Your opinions are essential in assisting the SMTC in the development of a long-range transportation plan, most
specifically the LRTP 2004 Update.  Please complete the enclosed Public Opinion Survey, sharing your thoughts about the
current and future needs of transportation throughout the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area.

T an  ou or our interest and assistance   Please fax (315-422-7753) or mail (SMTC, 126 N. Salina St., Suite 100,
Syracuse, N.Y. 13202) your completed survey to the SMTC.  If you have any questions, please contact the SMTC’s

Public Information Specialist Wayne Westervelt at (315-422-5716), or e-mail: wwestervelt smtcmpo.org

1. What is your opinion of the existing bridge and road conditions in the area?
Road conditions: Excellent Fair        Poor 

ridge conditions: Excellent Fair        Poor 

2. o you experience any significant commuting issues (i.e., automobile access and movement) in the area?
Yes  No Explain:

3. o you perceive there to be traffic congestion problems in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area?    Yes       No 
If yes, where (what location)?
When (what time of day)? 

4. What do you believe is needed to stimulate more bicycle and pedestrian transportation? 

5. In your opinion, is public transit serving the needs of the community? Yes  No
What would encourage you to utilize public transit more often? 

6. What would encourage you to use different forms of transportation more often?
Air Transportation

icycle/Pedestrian Transportation
Rail Transportation
Water Transportation

7. What activities would you participate in to improve air quality?

8. How does freight movement (air, rail, and truck) affect you and your community?

9. What growth (i.e. development) trends do you want (or not want) to see in the community? 

10. Additional comments: 

11. Name (optional)
Address (optional)
Address (optional)
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March 21, 2003

Chief Irving Powless, Jr.
Secretary, Onondaga Nation
Hemlock Road, ox 319-
via Nedrow, New York 13120

ear Chief Irving Powless, Jr.:

As you may or may not know, the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) is currently working on
the preparation of the 2004 Update to its Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  While the LRTP is a 25-year
blueprint for transportation development in the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area, the 2004 Update serves to
address changing transportation related conditions and new planning guidelines.

The SMTC recognizes that technical analysis and policy support from local and state transportation decision-
makers represent only part of the equation, and that the informed views of the public (including the Onondaga
Nation) are necessary in any planning process.  In contrast to the typical approach of holding multiple public
information meetings during specific stages of the planning process, the SMTC has been reaching out to a wide
variety of individuals, organizations and groups, seeking their input and opinions on the current conditions and future
needs of the transportation system.  Therefore, I would like to offer to deliver a presentation on the LRTP 2004
Update, whereby the SMTC can obtain any comments and feedback the Nation may have.  If you are interested
in hosting such a meeting, please contact SMTC’s Public Information Specialist Wayne Westervelt at (315) 422-
5716.

If you are not interested in the presentation, there is still another way you can participate in the process.  The SMTC
has created a Public Opinion Survey (as part of the LRTP 2004 Update) that is currently being distributed through-
out the community to gauge public views, perceptions and preferences relating to the transportation system.  We
have enclosed several copies of the survey for you to distribute throughout the Nation.  Your participation in filling
these forms out is encouraged.  All forms should be mailed or faxed back to the SMTC.

A project specific web site has also been established, giving the public an opportunity to get the latest LRTP 2004
Update news and information, as well as submit on-line comments right from their computer.  The web site is
located at: http://www.smtcmpo.org/LRTP2004.

Although the SMTC continues to keep the Onondaga Nation aware of the public participation opportunities and
major studies and activities it conducts (through press releases, newsletters and meeting announcements), I am



enclosing a brochure that describes the purpose, roles and activities of the agency.  In addition, I en-
courage you to visit the SMTC web site for more information   http://www.smtcmpo.org.

If you have any questions, or would like to schedule a personal one-on-one meeting at which I can further
explain the role and responsibilities of the SMTC, please contact me or SMTC’s Communications Spe-
cialist Wayne Westervelt at (315) 422-5716.  Thank you and I look forward to your involvement in the
2004 Long-Range Transportation Plan Update.

Sincerely,

Mary M. Rowlands
irector

MMR:ww
nclosures: TP  pdate  Public Opinion Surveys

SMTC brochure   Citi en s uide to Transportation Planning

cc: James ’Agostino, SMTC Program Manager
Wayne Westervelt, SMTC Public Information Specialist
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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: Wayne A. Westervelt, Communications/Public Information 
(315) 422-5716; e-mail:wwestervelt@smtcmpo.org

Council Seeks Public Opinion on Issues and 
Future Needs of Transportation in the Area 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Planning for the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area’s transportation future involves 
careful planning and visioning. How does transportation affect our air quality? What kinds of facilities and 
services are needed to support planned growth? How can we all play a role in improving the safety of our 
transportation system? These are just some of the questions that will be addressed as the Syracuse 
Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) continues work on the 2004 Update to its Long-Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) – a “blueprint” that guides the area’s transportation development over a 25-year 
period.

Updated every three years to reflect changing conditions and new planning principles, the Long-Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) specifically looks at major urban transportation planning concerns that include, 
but are not limited to air quality and environmental issues; complete access to transportation; alternative 
transportation modes (e.g., air, rail, water, bicycle, pedestrian); the impact of land development on the 
transportation system; highway congestion; and maintenance of the existing infrastructure.  

Throughout the production of the LRTP 2004 Update, the SMTC will be reaching out to the community-at-
large in an effort to gather the informed views of the public regarding preferences for future development and 
transportation needs.  “Technical analysis and policy support from our local and state transportation 
decision-makers represent only part of the equation,” states SMTC spokesperson Wayne Westervelt.  “The 
informed views of the public are necessary in any planning process.” 

In support of this claim, the SMTC has developed a project specific web site where interested citizens will 
have the opportunity to get the latest LRTP 2004 Update news and information. Log on to 
www.smtcmpo.org/LRTP2004 and share your thoughts regarding the issues and needs surrounding 
transportation in the area.  The site also has a Public Opinion Survey that can be filled out online and         e-
mailed back to the SMTC. This Survey seeks to gauge public views, perceptions and preferences relating to 
the transportation system. 

-- more/over -- 
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For more information about the LRTP 2004 Update, or to obtain a Public Opinion Survey via mail or fax, 
contact Wayne Westervelt of the SMTC at (315) 422-5716.  

# # # 

What is the SMTC?

The Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council was formed in 1966 as a result of the Federal 
Aid Highway Act of 1962 and Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964.  Serving as the 
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Syracuse Metropolitan area, the SMTC provides 
the forum for cooperative decision making in developing transportation plans and programs for 
Onondaga County.  The SMTC is comprised of elected and appointed officials, representing local, 
state and federal governments or agencies having interest in or responsibility for transportation 
planning and programming. 

Log on to the SMTC web site for the latest in transportation 
planning in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area:  www.smtcmpo.org


