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DIRECTIONS

The Newsletter of the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) < Summer 2002

SMTC Begins Process of Updating the
Area’s Long-Range Transportation Plan

lanning for the Greater Syra-

cuse Metropolitan Area’s

transportation future in-
volves careful planning and visioning.
How does transportation affect our air
quality? What is the condition of our
roads and bridges? What kinds of fa-
cilities and services are needed to sup-
port planned growth or improve the
safety of our transportation system?
These are just some of the questions
that will be addressed as the Syracuse
Metropolitan Transportation Council
(SMTC) initiates work on the 2004 Up-
date to its 2020 Long-Range Transpor-
tation Plan (LRTP).

In January 1995, the SMTC published
the 2020 Long-Range Transportation

Plan (LRTP). The LRTP presents a vi-
sion of the transportation system and
the projects that will bring that vision to
reality over time. Central to that vision
is the protection of the value of invest-
ments already made in developing the
transportation system, while providing
resources to pursue innovative solu-
tions to mobility constraints, land de-
velopment patterns, and travel choices
available.

Updated every three years (1998 and
2001) to reflect changing conditions and
new planning principles, the LRTP Up-
date specifically looks at major urban
transportation planning concerns as en-
vironmental/air quality; complete access
to transportation; alternative transpor-

tation modes (e.g., air, rail, water, bicycle,
pedestrian); the impact of land develop-
ment on the transportation system; high-
way congestion; and maintenance of the
existing infrastructure.

Throughout the production of the LRTP
2004 Update, the SMTC will be reach-
ing out to the community-at-large in an
effort to gather the informed views of
the public regarding preferences for fu-
ture development and transportation
needs. The SMTC encourages you to
play a vital role in creating a vision for
the area’s transportation system. See
pages 2-3 in this issue of DIRECTIONS
for more information on how you can
participate in the LRTP 2004 Update
process.
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Long-range transportation planning — A long-term vision that seeks to preserve

the infrastructure, improve safety, provide system connectivity, improve

mobility, increase access, protect air quality, and support economic growth.
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Learn more about the Long-Range Transportation
Plan 2004 Update and how YOU can participate.

www.smtcmpo.org/LRTP2004
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Meetings, Public Presentations, and Public Comment

In contrast to its typical approach of holding three formal public information meetings during specific
stages during the planning process, the SMTC participated in a number of meetings, workshops and focus
groups, at which the LRTP 2004 Update was presented.

The SMTC reached out to a wide variety of individuals and organizations in an effort to be added to a
meeting agenda where the LRTP 2004 Update was presented, and comments and feedback were solicited.

The LRTP 2004 Update was presented at the following meetings (see attached agendas):

10/10/02 National Association of Retired Federal Employees
Syracuse, New York (Chapter 200)

10/18/02 FOCUS Greater Syracuse (volunteer core group)

1/28/03 Onondaga County Planning Federation Annual Meeting

Lunch/Feature Speaker to municipal planning officials

3/12/03 Onondaga County Highway Superintendents Meeting
Lunch/Feature Speaker to municipal Highway Superintendents

3/19/03 Citywide Council of Syracuse Low Income Housing Residents, Inc.

It is important to point out that the PowerPoint presentation that was made at each of the previously
mentioned meetings was also posted to the LRTP 2004 Update web site, allowing the general public to
view the presentation slide by slide.

Upcoming Public Involvement Activities

e One public information meeting, at which it will present the draft final LRTP 2004 Update to the
public. (May 2004);

e A 30-day public comment period, prior to presenting the draft LRTP 2004 to the Policy
Committee (May-June 2004);

o  Web site maintenance and updates (post draft LRTP 2004 Update for 30-day comment period);

e Press Releases to announce meetings, public comment period, and availability of draft LRTP
2004 Update;

e Newsletter coverage to announce meetings, public comment period, and availability of draft
LRTP 2004 Update; and

e Promotion at all SMTC meetings.

Note: SMTC made every attempt to include the participation of the Onondaga Nation in all of its public
outreach efforts. Press releases, newsletters, public opinion surveys and direct letters of invitation were
sent to the Nation throughout the process.



Citywide Council of Syracuse Low Income Heusing Residents, Inc.
REGULAR MEETING
Wednesday, March 19, 2003, 5:30 PM

At the
Vinette Tower Community Room
947 Tond St.
Mesking Agenda
L. Cali to Order
2, Roll Call of Beard Members
s Roll Calt of O .
* 4, Special Guest Presentation. Wayne Westervell, Syracuse Metropolitan
Transportation Couneil
i m Jan 1 i
5. Congspondence
&, Treasury Report

Z.Anoouncements- reschedule ROSS Capacity Building Committee Meeting
8, Resident Commissioners Report

A, Nominations and Election for Secretary

B. Congressman Walsh Meeling update- David Leslie

C. Cotamunity Development Block Grant Funding for Elderly Services-

John DeVoe

D. SHA Annual Plan Comment- David Paccone
10. New Business

A. Dept. of Aging and Youth, Interpgenerational Awards Banquet

B. Camp 415 Scholarship and banguet

C. Drawing for Resident Positive Recognition Award- Family 1lousing



NEWS LE I I E.R. MEETY FECOHD THURRBDAT TACH MONTH

SEFTEMBER 2002
aYRACUSE, NY
NARFE CHARTER 100

EXCEFT JAMMEY - ALY AMD ALRGURT

FRESIGENT
LLL MASTERS
L it Al

wKEE PRESIDENT
HENRY FOLECH
AT X

WILE PRZSIOEMT
CHARLES WHITERESD
AL

WICE PRESAOENT
Ok MICLAH
AT rRnE

SECHETARY
BETT¥ COhvaY
B2 Bl

TREASUVRER
JUE RENIGHELE
LTRE] s

SERVICE OFFECER
SO MIGIAH
T H e

LES!BLA [EIM
CHARLES WHITEHEALD
LT

PRCeS T
JOHN TRARD
G ST

+HAPLAIN
EQ DEAH
SvagreT

SUERCHE GO TTEE

LERA LOBELLD
b Tt 47

MEETING JCHEMILE 1002

MEETING
12 NOON
THURSDAY

10

Park West Restauant
JAED Wiltorny AvEiub
Cornar of Onondaga Reacd

| Ard Mbton Avemue ”

EHACE
HMEATEALL SANDWICH
4.
FiEH and FROES
DESCERT
CORFEE. TEA OR MILK
F10 oo i Tal wrd Hip
Cafl Resanetiond amd Tholn ta
Bl MASTERS o LERS, LOEELLD
Lol k| A4 ad15
CaF Razarvallzne coid rber than
. Mondsy Octobar T
Orie g wrs fridst-sbick fo 42 [n
Making resarvebcs for unch. We
rieed o e reserrabons WO LATER
Than the Wonilay bafora mrmanhﬁ_lu
ten Thuradery. .

Fadaral Heahth Prasmtors
Mﬂni e hA L]

PRESIDENTS MESEAGE |

October 10 Rovembar 14
Dacember 12

OCTOBER PROGRAM

The Cetobar o e]ram atl ba

o et Aned by W e W etk w!
bhe: SwTacirsd Metre oodtn
Transportation Sauncdl Tha

mu ket el el L F st

Teaict pebrLatier 4 P Lares fivl Eheb alba

CONSUNER PRICE INDER

Tha Comsurmer Fibea Indes
ISR rose (0% in Aurgust
2002,. Augusls incax répcng
ol 1786 i 1 4 percent aLove
i A heid QuAS? SVET AR

basn oddax af 1741,
Beidember's InfAabsm the Airal

Goodbve ® summre and hallg to fall.
A beaubiful @ao%an 10 00k forwsand b
and enicy. Hwil atso ba a vary busy
saason for all MARFE MEMBERE.
Ve dra kooking fo the “"DIFERN
SEASCON of FEHR with chemges vaiy
paslte, alae we will hhdr & gres

ealin regerd ba Lang Tarm Cara. in

b hegss bwo knportant dems

ere ane many ik sty
Cangress that my have daet! Eanng
ol ST MRS TR,

Fowr, afer &l el we wikl 30 have a

gt el ur mestings with greal
EpEIkEE

T fhs wiwkd, you mey e Gl DOTar,
Aur tp ong persom. ol may e e
wiwvid, Take tiree; ke By

There may i ba aralber g

Pramimumrs. will e a0 oo 3 1
pemen{ pexl spar. The increass
rarke the rd conmeculive yeer thab
pramiums hevs jumped By e than
1{1 percanl.

Siating I January, fie-for-gongog
oians wilf radae crgmmiems by an

gvermge of 100 perceni HMO
vy X g s
A frert of {36 Davoar,

P hiedd dewn Ihe owerall eversge
merpaze thitugh lowyh nsgothationg
wilh msurance companies. OFM abeo
urgedd plans lo taise co-paymants or
aqd co-payments &5 a8 way o hold
dionwm Him s of the pramium

B el .

Chpar seEaon from Mov 11 throogh
Dac. 2.

Blye Croas wdll rermedn in the proagram
3 B wanver 1o BeEDUNGGG ks wase
granied kb OPRA

Fates for 2007 vl be avaitabla at e
Criober meshng. Some plans intie
area are pulllng out of FEHBF and
some Ald STLARHENG [Tt Area ol
COvrBA,

VWi you ol your phan ke sure bo
=Hudy pwih cara | io seei sl gives
you he covarage you wanl And
fedbeaw Bhg nelreeclio s on o to
cgnure sny obver plans brochure Aut
Enmeadiaisly a5 the open esaon 5
short

Ove of the B3t sources of Hoakn plan
Mifermaiian fof ratireax (8 e Mafeon o/
dlsociption of Redired Federad
Emplopes’s Mo, Raisnnsy
mb

LEGISLATION

Coaugresa da bahmed achadale in
praresirng bilka. 11 bookes ke the
govarnmenl will conbnue b pdrala
wndlar 3 oty resclubon. This
cowid ba mo acdlon of Prarium
Coomrvargion of Ay olher MARFE
legislaban. One of 1ha reasens for the
refuctancs 1o paws Premmm
Conversiot, i hal pivdis agdor
emmevaes would Jkaly denand




OHOKNDAGA COLINTY PLANMING FEDERATION
1100 Clivic Center
421 Montgomery Street
Syracuse, New Yark 13202

2003 Annunl Municipal Traininye Prupram
Alecting Motice and Reservalion Form

TIATE: larazry 25, 2003 {Tucsdan

TIMI: 00 . — 4S8 pem,

TACE: Trazmlins Coantry Club, 800 Moltinghem Read, Banguet roont onsrance
fxmap available dpen request)

CO5T: FRG0 prer porson, ({0 day); part day pernicipalion at 2 redvesd poce is

availzble i requested in advance, (Registeation form enclosed)
Nate: To Attorneys and Code Enforcement OfMicers: S of the fallowing courses
have been corlifiod for continuing tepal education {CLE) cradils for aunmess ur
Lar m-Remvice eredit for ceforcerend oltcors. See registration formn Tor detzils.

Prupgram Schedule:

£:00 aam. - 8:30 am.  Raglsiraton, Continental Break fas

BMan-- 1135 2. Choice of one of tvo *raining seysions conducted by
representatives from the Mew York Sl Departmernt of Slaiz
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ESH‘I‘I"E
LRTP 2004 Update — Public Opinion Survey

Your input as a resident of the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area is vital in determining the future vision of the transporta-
tion system. Your opinions are essential in assisting the SMTC in the development of a long-range transportation plan, most
specifically the LRTP 2004 Update. Please complete the enclosed Public Opinion Survey, sharing your thoughts about the
current and future needs of transportation throughout the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area.

L. What is your opinion of the existing bridge and road conditions in the area?
Road conditions: ExcellentQ FairQ Poor O
Bridge conditions: Excellent FairQ Poor O
2. Do you experience any significant commuting issues (i.e., automobile access and movement) in the area?
Yes O NoQ Explain:
3. Do you perceive there to be traffic congestion problems in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area? Yes @ No(Q

If yes, where (what location)?
When (what time of day)?

4. What do you believe is needed to stimulate more bicycle and pedestrian transportation?

5. In your opinion, is public transit serving the needs of the community? Yes @ No(Q
What would encourage you to utilize public transit more often?

6. What would encourage you to use different forms of transportation more often?
Air Transportation
Bicycle/Pedestrian Transportation
Rail Transportation
Water Transportation

7. What activities would you participate in to improve air quality?

8. How does freight movement (air, rail, and truck) affect you and your community?

O. What growth (i.e. development) trends do you want (or not want) to see in the community?
10. Additional comments:

11. Name (optional)

Address (optional)
Address (optional)

Thank you for your interest and assistance! Please fax (315-422-7753) or mail (SMTC, 126 N. Salina St., Suite 100,
Syracuse, N.Y. 13202) your completed survey to the SMTC. If you have any questions, please contact the SMTC’s
Public Information Specialist Wayne Westervelt at (315-422-5716), or e-mail: wwestervelt@smtcmpo.org

Visit the LRTP 2004 Update web site: http://www.smtcmpo.org/Irtp2004/
|




Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council

100 Clinton Square

126 N. Salina Street, Suite 100
Syracuse, New York 13202
Phone: (315) 422-5716

Fax: (315) 422-7753
www.smtcmpo.org
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March 21, 2003

ChiefTrving Powless, Jr.
Secretary, Onondaga Nation
Hemlock Road, Box 319-B
via Nedrow, New York 13120

Dear Chief Irving Powless, Jr.:

As youmay or may not know, the Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) is currently working on
the preparation of the 2004 Update to its Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). While the LRTPis a 25-year
blueprint for transportation development in the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area, the 2004 Update serves to
address changing transportation related conditions and new planning guidelines.

The SMTC recognizes that technical analysis and policy support from local and state transportation decision-
makers represent only part of the equation, and that the informed views of the public (including the Onondaga
Nation) are necessary in any planning process. In contrast to the typical approach of holding multiple public
information meetings during specific stages of the planning process, the SMTC has been reaching out to a wide
variety of individuals, organizations and groups, seeking their input and opinions on the current conditions and future
needs of the transportation system. Therefore, I would like to offer to deliver a presentation on the LRTP 2004
Update, whereby the SMTC can obtain any comments and feedback the Nation may have. If you are interested
in hosting such a meeting, please contact SMTC’s Public Information Specialist Wayne Westervelt at (315) 422-
5716.

Ifyou are not interested in the presentation, there is still another way you can participate in the process. The SMTC
has created a Public Opinion Survey (as part of the LRTP 2004 Update) that is currently being distributed through-
out the community to gauge public views, perceptions and preferences relating to the transportation system. We
have enclosed several copies of the survey for you to distribute throughout the Nation. Your participation in filling
these forms out is encouraged. All forms should be mailed or faxed back to the SMTC.

A project specific web site has also been established, giving the public an opportunity to get the latest LRTP 2004
Update news and information, as well as submit on-line comments right from their computer. The web site is
located at: http://www.smtcmpo.org/LRTP2004.

Although the SMTC continues to keep the Onondaga Nation aware of the public participation opportunities and
major studies and activities it conducts (through press releases, newsletters and meeting announcements), [ am

The Metropolitan Planning Organization

Office of the Mayor e Syracuse Common Council e Syracuse Planning Commission e Metropolitan Development Association e New York State Department
of Transportation e New York State Department of Environmental Conservation e New York State Department of Economic Development e New York State
Thruway Authority e Office of the County Executive e Onondaga County Legislature e Onondaga County Planning Board e Central New York Regional
Transportation Authority e Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board e Federal Transit Administration e Federal Highway Administration



enclosing a brochure that describes the purpose, roles and activities of the agency. In addition, I en-
courage you to visit the SMTC web site for more information — http://www.smtcmpo.org.

If you have any questions, or would like to schedule a personal one-on-one meeting at which I can further
explain the role and responsibilities of the SMTC, please contact me or SMTC’s Communications Spe-
cialist Wayne Westervelt at (315) 422-5716. Thank you and I look forward to your involvement in the
2004 Long-Range Transportation Plan Update.

Sincerely,

Py,

Mary M. Rowlands
Director

MMR:ww
Enclosures:  LRTP 2004 Update — Public Opinion Surveys
SMTC brochure — A Citizen's Guide to Transportation Planning

cc: James D’ Agostino, SMTC Program Manager
Wayne Westervelt, SMTC Public Information Specialist



Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council
100 Clinton Square

126 N. Salina Street, Suite 100

Syracuse, New York 13202

Phone (315) 422-5716
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February 28, 2003

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Wayne A. Westervelt, Communications/Public Information
(315) 422-5716; e-mail:wwestervelt@smtcmpo.org

Council Seeks Public Opinion on Issues and
Future Needs of Transportation in the Area

SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- Planning for the Greater Syracuse Metropolitan Area’s transportation future involves
careful planning and visioning. How does transportation affect our air quality? What kinds of facilities and
services are needed to support planned growth? How can we all play a role in improving the safety of our
transportation system? These are just some of the questions that will be addressed as the Syracuse
Metropolitan Transportation Council (SMTC) continues work on the 2004 Update to its Long-Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) — a “blueprint” that guides the area’s transportation development over a 25-year
period.

Updated every three years to reflect changing conditions and new planning principles, the Long-Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) specifically looks at major urban transportation planning concerns that include,
but are not limited to air quality and environmental issues; complete access to transportation; alternative
transportation modes (e.g., air, rail, water, bicycle, pedestrian); the impact of land development on the
transportation system; highway congestion; and maintenance of the existing infrastructure.

Throughout the production of the LRTP 2004 Update, the SMTC will be reaching out to the community-at-
large in an effort to gather the informed views of the public regarding preferences for future development and
transportation needs. “Technical analysis and policy support from our local and state transportation
decision-makers represent only part of the equation,” states SMTC spokesperson Wayne Westervelt. “The
informed views of the public are necessary in any planning process.”

In support of this claim, the SMTC has developed a project specific web site where interested citizens will
have the opportunity to get the latest LRTP 2004 Update news and information. Log on to
www.smtcmpo.org/LRTP2004 and share your thoughts regarding the issues and needs surrounding
transportation in the area. The site also has a Public Opinion Survey that can be filled out online and e-
mailed back to the SMTC. This Survey seeks to gauge public views, perceptions and preferences relating to
the transportation system.

-- more/over --



Press Release - Council Seeks Public Opinion on Transportation
February 28, 2003
Page 2

For more information about the LRTP 2004 Update, or to obtain a Public Opinion Survey via mail or fax,
contact Wayne Westervelt of the SMTC at (315) 422-5716.

HHH#

What is the SMTC?

The Syracuse Metropolitan Transportation Council was formed in 1966 as a result of the Federal
Aid Highway Act of 1962 and Urban Mass Transportation Act of 1964. Serving as the
metropolitan planning organization (MPO) for the Syracuse Metropolitan area, the SMTC provides
the forum for cooperative decision making in developing transportation plans and programs for
Onondaga County. The SMTC is comprised of elected and appointed officials, representing local,
state and federal governments or agencies having interest in or responsibility for transportation
planning and programming.

Log on to the SMTC web site for the latest in transportation
planning in the Syracuse Metropolitan Area: www.smtcmpo.orq




